
The Fall of Rome 476 A.D.

Fading Western Empire

· 5th century A.D. the Western Roman Empire is a mere shadow of itself

· Empire is in full blown crisis

· Pressure from barbarians who want to come into the empire

· The Huns (Attila)

· The Visigoths from Hispania and Gaul

· Financial pressures

·  Rome is not making enough money to maintain its infrastructure and military

· Rome gives away land, but in doing so also gives up money from taxes which make its financial condition worse

· The government of Rome is fragmented

· No central power and many groups vying for power

· Roman cities fall into disrepair

· Aqueducts and roads

· Pottery

· City planning and architecture

· Famine and hunger hit and the poor resort to begging

· The Roman army is under-armed and unprepared

· Rome is forced into alliances and treaties with the barbarians such as the Burgundians

· Rome gives up land (Southern Gaul) for military service from barbarians 

· Rome begins selling off its lands at its borders just to survive

An Army Divided

· The Roman army is now comprised of different barbarians, mercenaries, and Roman soldiers fighting together

· Conflicts arise within the groups

· They all have their own interests

· Chaos reins on the battlefield

· Barbarians do not follow the command of Roman officers

· Each man technically fights for Rome, but really fights for himself and his own interests

· The mixed army was unreliable and ineffective

· Eastern Roman Empire “assists” the West (474 A.D.) and sends an emperor to take over

· Orestes turns on the emperor (sent from Eastern Roman Empire) and then appoints his young son Romulus Augustulus to be emperor of Rome

· Orestes is unable to pay his barbarian soldiers with money or land

· They seek revenge

· They turn to Odoacer (to go against Orestes)

· Odoacer and the barbarians raid the cities of Italy

· They feel that Rome should pay in blood what they cannot pay in money

· Odoacer kills Orestes but spares his young son (the last emperor) and sends him into exile

· The Roman empire dies and Odoacer becomes king (not of Italy or of Rome, but of his men and the surrounding people)

· Word of the fall of the Western Empire is sent to Zeno, emperor of the Eastern Empire

· Odoacer grants the barbarians the land in the western regions that had been promised by the last Roman Emperor

· Only in monasteries and churches did the legacy of Rome endure (places that emphasized education and books)- the rest of Europe fell into the darkness of the Middle Ages

Reasons for the Fall of the Western Roman Empire:

1. Increasing invasions by barbarians

2. Ineffective and corrupt emperors

3. Moral and cultural decay (people lost the love of being Roman and being civilized)

4. Bubonic Plague

5. Class conflicts between the rich and the poor in Rome

6. Lack of a unified Roman Army

7. Rise of Christianity

8. Size of the Empire became unmanageable

9. Division of the Empire into East and West

10. Financial crisis
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